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Gov. Edwards Declares State of Emergency Following Tornadoes, Will Tour Impacted Areas Today

BATON ROUGE, La. — Today, Gov. John Bel Edwards declared a state of emergency following damage from tornadoes
in St. Bernard, Orleans, Jefferson and St. Tammany parishes on Tuesday evening. Today, the Governor is traveling to the
affected areas to conduct a flyover of the impacted area.

“Unfortunately this morning, many of our people are waking up with their lives upside down because of the tragic
tornadoes last night in St. Bernard, Orleans, Jefferson and St. Tammany parishes. Sadly, one person has died in the storm,
and we are praying that there are no more fatalities,” Gov. Edwards said. “Thankfully, local and state responders worked
through the night to help as many families as they could overnight, and the work will continue into today and the coming
weeks. Unfortunately, our people have become all too familiar with rebuilding after tragedy and loss, but it is never easy.
My prayers are with everyone who is hurting because of these tornadoes today and I have pledged to local leaders that we
will be here to support their long-term recovery efforts.”

Click here to read the Governor’s emergency declaration.

Before homeowners start cleaning, it is important to take photos of the damage, make a list of the damaged and lost items
and collect any receipts they may have. This information should be submitted to their insurance company as soon as
possible.

In addition, homeowners can begin self-reporting damage to their home (residential structures only, no vehicles) to help
parish, state and federal authorities better understand the location and severity of the damage impacts. Fill out the survey
and submit information to Damage.la.gov.

The response effort started last night with search and rescue teams and law enforcement personnel being deployed to
assist local first responders in the area. The Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness
(GOHSEP) hosted Unified Command Group (UCG) meeting this morning to determine the next steps for response and
recovery.

St. Bernard Parish officials have confirmed the death of a 25-year old man as a storm related death. Several other people
were transported to the hospital and local emergency officials say dozens of homes were damaged in St. Bernard Parish
alone. Exact numbers will become available once the initial emergency response is completed.

The National Weather Service reports two tornadoes have been confirmed. Three survey teams will be in the field today
to determine the scale and track of those tornadoes and to determine if additional tornadoes were a factor.

The Louisiana State Fire Marshal’s Office has deployed more than 100 personnel and search and rescue specialists from
fire departments in New Orleans, Baton Rouge and other nearby parishes.
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